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not to make any saving out of what the Lord
pave him for his own future emergencies. Whatever
was sent to him by the Lord, he devoted to
the worship of the Lord and to the services of
the needy and the distressed, which he regarded as the
best form of worship of the Lord. Food, clothing, coins
were freely given to all sorts of needy people who asked
for them, so far as the present resources of the Asrama
would allow. Sometimes the boxes would have been
•emptied of the last pice, before the inmates of the Asrama
had their meals. But charity must have a higher place
than the satisfaction of their own hunger. It is not having,
but giving, that makes man full.
In his distribution of spiritual wealth also, the Master
would not exercise that amount of discrimination in cases
.of poor uncultured people, as he was found to do in cases
of educated men of the upper grades of the society. Once
.a large number of men and women of a remote village in
the district of Birbhum, who had heard of the glories of the
Master from some of his disciples, became unaccountably
maddened with yearning for initiation from him. With-
out any intimation they together left their houses and came
to Calcutta. Along with Brahmans and Kayasthas, there
were in the company people belonging even to the lowest
.castes, such as Hadi, Muchi, Dom, etc. There were
.among them people who were known to be thieves and
dacoits, rogues and debauchees. But there was the same
eagerness in them all for the blessed touch of the Guru.
The day on which they arrived happened to be the holy
day of Siva-rain fast, and the Master was explaining to
his disciples how through the pure mercy of Lord Siva
a most vicious and heartless person like the Byadha
(professional hunter) was liberated from all his sins and
302

